[Ketamine. A controversial anesthetic agent].
On the basis of a review of the literature, a survey is presented concerning the controversial anaesthetic agent ketamine, its pharmacology, mechanism of action and employment. Particular emphasis is placed on the cerebral, cardiovascular and pulmonary effects and the clinical employment. Similarly, the side effects and their prophylaxis are described. It is concluded that ketamine is considered to be a valuable preparation which can be employed both in and outside hospital.